
July 12. 2004

The I-lonor~\bleMichael K. Powell
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12~ 51 .. SW
Woshinglon. DC 20554

Re: Mil Docket No. 04-207

Dear Chainnan Po".-ell:

We undcr:'itand lhal thl.: Commission i~ now con~idcril)gguvcrnml:nt requirements
tbat force cable operators to alTer Ch;lllllds on u per channel or "(J fa I.'Wlit" pasi~ rather
than the various tiers now offered to ~OIISUln{:r~. We writ...: to SCol.;l.. }(H!f suppon for
diversity in cable pl'Ogramminc. ~uld 10 oppose any go\'t:rnmel][ illlpusc-tl move LO II pny
per channel regime, which would undemline t.:;lbk·s ahility to l)fOVidc ...\fri~a.n·Amcrican
and olhcr minority groups pmgr.'lltlmillC specifically It)!" these lIudierlt:c:;.

New, and niche progranllnillg depend upon n,:V...:I1U1': ('..om ad ...erti~ing '.!nd license
fees charged to cable opeT'~tors. l3y bundling progmms with smaller audiences with mOte
popular channels. sufficient advertising rCVl.:-IlUC and iicr.:n~t: fees l;urnbinc to give the
small neCVo'orks the financial fOOling 10 cr~-:lIC new programmi ng and :\1Ir1Jcl !;lrgcr
audicnces. Without having access 10 ~ wider tier of suhscriber;;;. however. Ihe smotlkr
networks thal catcr lO minority audiences will he unilblc to misL': sufficicnl capiliilln
cnter. or remain in, the marketpbce. reducir)}; the l"IJIlOUIlI ofmioority-tht:'lllcd ctlnh.mt i.lIld
stripping cable television as 3. \,..indow inlQ othe:l' cul(urc~ 3m.! communities.

In fact, the U.S. General AccOuntint; Office conclucll;d last year {hat if' (onswncrs
were required to pay individually for the; channds they watch. ··'\.C'I0lt= cable networks,
especially srlt:llL and inde;pendcnl nctworh \..'ould n011)(; able III ~aill enough :,uhscnbel's
to supporllhe network."' We arc persuaded hy the many leader:> in the Alrican~:\meri(;"l1

communily \l,'ho have reached the same ..::om.'lu~i()J\. :1fld hdicvc th~lt m.in0riL)'·rOCll$ccI
progromnling will bc thl.: first to .';uITer.

For example. Alfr(~d Liglkins, CEO ofTVOllc. rCl;cntJy ~:lid lli~ll it p<ly-pcr­
channel pial form wO\.Jld h<lvl.: a "chill in!; effect on programming divcr:-;ily !rl ,.'\mcrir.;,/'
and "co\lld put liS and many oll1n inno",;uivc cable nct....·orh om of bu~incss-'· The
NAACP's WashillgtOn !3un':ilu IlISQ points out thaI :·p,ogrommillg. ch;lnnels <IifllcU ttt
small but sig.nificant minority segments urthe populati(lI1 \"'lmld be thrc:lu:ned lby caMe
a fa carle]. This is especially true of programming intended for rtlci;ll ,md ethnic
minority or foreign-language audiences." Similarly. memhcrs (If tnc Congrc:isionaJ Bl3ck
Caucus rcecnUy told key rcderJllcgislaltlrs that -il would have lx:clI ("xln.:mcly difficult if
not impossible for [channels lik(; rVOm:! to h.l ....c bc.."t:n dl'\,dl'pcd"lmdcr:m a ILl carle
regime.



The !'espouse by so rnally kt.:y VOKes In the ,\fflC~~I~·t\nn;rir.::tl\1.:01ll11111I1i(;­

dl'monslr..l.1es Ihe importallce. of c3hl~<Ii"cn,il) in llUf CtHHII1UlllI1CS Qua:it...
rOI:ll""..llllminl; willi -\fiic;..n-.~ml;rican rol~ fl'lOtkJ:; I~ nil imdluiJhlt: ll}oll(\r IC3ching both

~cmbcrs of our COllllllUllit)' ~l1d O(h...·r~ wll" ilf\,; IIUI oJk:1 l"':Xlscd t(\ ddli.=rcrH cultUlc:-.
Di ....:rsit~ on lc!cvisiofl also pro\'td':$ mote fIPP()lIUlllllo.:s I;}r minl.rit) arl()r~ and lho!'",

"'" lw work on these plo~r'lIn_>;

WI; t:Jcrcrorc urge you to suppon policic<> d,,1t pn;\flh):c Iht.: ~"ntillm;,d dh'crs:l\o 0:
,'-olces 011 c:lhlc ld~"'I:--;il111 and oppt\so." cahlc u III ,'at'/,,: proposal~ th:llJCllp.Il.li/c lhi"
ili\.CThit~.
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Rc\"cn:nd James L. Demus 11l
E)(~(Uli 'C Director Chic:l~o. milt Side t-.AAcr
P;'t.I(lr. Park Man.or Chnstian ChurchI;:MiA..n~~lIi"occ A=? J"",toJ Il,"ido

Rcvcn;ntl Dr. William H Samuel:,;
CEO. ProtesUlnts for the Comm n. (i(J~){1

P~::>10r, ('unllTtum"c:;uth l'om:n1,;nny Churl'h
Co·Direclor, Minl~lcnar Alli~mc(' Ag<lillSI Ihe DI~ilJl f):\ideo

f£ t-J,J.~",(!~
Reverend Dr. WaJter B. Johnson, Jr.
PtL\WI", Wl..l~·llI:Jn AME Chur..:h
Co Uir..."C;or. Minislcrinl Allianc..: Agaill",llh' Digit:tl Ih.. i.k


